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The Philippine National Volunteer Service Coordinating Agency (PNVSCA) has successfully concluded the International Year of Volunteers for Sustainable Development (IVY 2026) Regional Celebration Forums across all 18 administrative regions of the Philippines, strengthening multi-sectoral collaboration to advance volunteerism as a strategy for sustainable development.

As the country’s designated national focal agency for IVY 2026, PNVSCA worked closely with the Regional Development Councils (RDCs)—the highest policy-making bodies at the regional level—to convene stakeholders from national government agencies, local government units (LGUs), higher education institutions (HEIs), civil society organizations (CSOs), and the private sector.

Notably, RDC Chairpersons participated in the forums, delivering inspirational messages and expressing their support for mainstreaming volunteerism in regional development efforts. As the RDCs bring together provincial governors, city mayors, regional heads of national government agencies, and representatives from the private sector, with the latter comprising 25% of the Council's membership, their support highlights the importance of strong leadership and multisectoral collaboration in advancing volunteerism as a strategy for sustainable and inclusive development.

 Beyond high-level policy statements, the regional forums established decentralized platforms to translate national development goals into locally grounded strategies. Across all the administrative regions, over 3,000 volunteer leaders, public servants, youth advocates, and development practitioners participated in virtual sessions to align volunteerism with local development priorities. Amplifying this national discourse, the digital footprint of the series reached over 120,000 engagements across the official channels of PNVSCA and its partner institutions co-hosting the events. 

A recurring imperative throughout the nationwide series was the strategic transition from short-term, event-based volunteerism to permanent, policy-backed programs integrated into local governance. 

Emphasizing this paradigm shift, PNVSCA Executive Director and IVY 2026 Philippine National Focal Point Donald James D. Gawe, CESO III, noted that while bayanihan (communal unity and cooperation) remains a core cultural value of the Philippines, IVY 2026 offers pivotal momentum to institutionalize volunteer engagement across public and private sectors. 

[image: ]Key outcomes of the consultations focused on establishing unified regional volunteer registries, standardizing data collection protocols, and developing centralized reporting systems to ensure Filipino volunteer contributions are systematically measured and globally recognized. Stakeholders also agreed on standardizing a National Volunteer ID, institutionalizing volunteer protection and risk management guidelines, and creating formal incentive frameworks. Furthermore, discussions underscored strengthening disaster risk reduction networks and expanding modern engagement modalities, including corporate skilled volunteering, youth-led campus initiatives, digital micro-volunteering, and broad civic mobilization 

As global momentum builds for IVY 2026, the Philippines reinforces its commitment to leveraging structured, community-driven volunteerism as a vital driver of the Sustainable Development Goals. PNVSCA invites government agencies, local government units, academia, civil society organizations, private enterprises, and citizens nationwide to register their volunteer activities at https://bit.ly/IVY2026Activitiesand showcase their impact on social media using #VolunteerYear, #IVY2026Phils, and #IVY2026 to highlight the spirit of Filipino bayanihan on the world stage. 

For partnership inquiries, technical assistance, or volunteer engagement requests, please reach out to oed@pnvsca.gov.ph.



###
The authors are currently Senior Volunteer Service Officers of the Program Coordination, Monitoring and Evaluation Division (PCMED), Philippine National Volunteer Service Coordinating Agency.
 
Visit PNVSCA website (www.pnvsca.gov.ph) and PNVSCA Facebook (facebook.com/PNVSCA) for other stories and information on volunteering.
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While volunteerism is deeply
embedded in Filipino culture,
IVY 2026 offers a strategic
opportunity to move beyond
episodic activities toward
sustained, institutionalized
engagement.”

Mr. Donald James D. Gawe, CESO Il
Executive Director
Philippine National Volunteer Service Coordinating Agency.
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